A similar study has been made of the Rhsystem and the frequency of Rh-negatives has been studied and analysed. In this system the randomness of the material is not so certain as in the case of the ABO system, and there are other difficulties associated with the complexity of the Rh-system, so that such an analysis is bound to be somewhat less satisfactory than for the ABO system. Nevertheless, the author has done the best that is possible with the material available, and it is certainly a useful section of the book.
For those who are interested in genetics this book is of course invaluable, but it is equally valuable to many other classes of workers who are interested in the British people. Many studies have been made of the frequency of blood groups in disease and their possible association with disease, and this book will enable such workers to see whether or not the population with which their investigations are concerned is homogeneous, and to obtain a standard frequency with which to compare their results, even though their work may have been confined to a particularly small area of the country.
This book contains a wealth of detail unsurpassed by any other volume of a similar kind, particularly in the case of the ABO groups. The work contains and lists a large number of references and is a source of material which is not available elsewhere. It is a scholarly work, painstakingly and accurately compiled. Dr Kopec is to be congratulated upon its success, and credit must also be given to the publishers for the clarity and effectiveness of the presentation. Basel: S Karger 1971 London: Academic Press After a cursory historical introduction, this beautifully produced book devotes the next nine chapters to a superficial survey of the scientific fundamentals of the subject.
The senior author is a clinician of wide and penetrating experience and the second half of the book, liberally sprinkled with notes on individual cases, recalls the elan with which he was wont to lecture or conduct a clinical seminar.
Each chapter may be read as an individual essay. I particularly enjoyed the chapters on amyloidosis and on Waldenstrom's disease. Unexpectedly, I was disappointed in the last chapter, on treatment -but treatment is disappointing.
A good prose style makes the reading of a book an enhanced pleasure. The authors' erudition is evident; it is therefore with diffidence that I suggest they read Milton's 'Areopagitica', a model of vigorous language, of lucidity and brevity.
The international literature abounds with reviews in this field. It is against this background that the book must bejudged. As a memorial to a great clinician it will surely take its place, but hardly as a contribution to our advancing knowledge.
NICHOLAS H MARTIN
Pathology of Conducting Tissue of the Heart by M J Davies MD MRcPath pp vii+ 199 illustrated £4-20 London: Butterworths 1971 Every doctor knows that morphological study of the human conducting system is difficult, both in technique and in interpretation. In recent years, experts such as Rossi in Italy, Mahaim and Lenegre in France, and Lev, James, Titus and others in the USA have clarified and encouraged work in this field.
Dr Davies now joins the small band of workers in the UK, with an excellent pocket-sized monograph which has been a pleasure to study. It is an expansion of work on heart-block for which he is known internationally. It describes the anatomy of, and the methods for studying, the conducting system and its normal variations. Detailed accounts cover the pathology of heart block, the Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome and various arrhythmias, and there is a valuable concluding bibliography.
The book has an attractive format, the print is neat, the text comprehensive and clear, and the photographs carefully chosen and finely reproduced. Proof reading has been careful and very few mis-spellings persist. Perhaps in a future edition Dr Davies might improve diagrams 1, 27 excellent book is really more than an atlas: it is also a laboratory guide, a form of dissecting manual. Like its first edition, it is an analysis of the human brain sectionalized into the main planes with full-sized photographs. With a suitable specimen, this book, and 'scalpel, fine forceps and scissors' as recommended, it is easily possible to obtain a three-dimensional appreciation of the macroscopic structure of the brain, and then proceed to a greater microscopic differentiation of
